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| didn’t know that...

Samples of Student Work:
A Resource for Teachers

Clarity for Program Plunnihg in Guidance

Ok. I'll be honest with you: | didn’t know this document existed until
now. Exemplars in Guidance? Who would have thought? The exemplar
project was based directly on expectations in the curriculum for Grade 10,
but contain rich tasks and information that a teacher in Grade 8 could use in
prepping their students for secondary school. There has always seem to be a
push for teachers to best prepare their students for the world of work, but the
exemplars offer teachers a clear way for children to demonstrate
achievement in careers. The exemplars also could serve as a tool for
guidance counselors to bridge the gap between their program offerings and
those found in other subject areas! A transformational practice at best.

The first task is very English and media based, which is a perfect chance
for guidance teachers to collaborate with program planners outside of the
guidance office. The teachers are using the same Achievement Chart and
language found in other interdisciplinary areas (which is awesome) and
outline some questions that could fall under the “big idea” approach to
teaching (“What are some different processes | can use to find a job?). | will
be using several of these questions to launch into my performance task and
culminating project. With any exemplar, it would be effective to share the
samples with students first before they embark on their projects. How many
teachers do this2 My critique of the “brochure” task is that a seemingly
endless list of educators seem to default to this assignment when encouraging
their students to collect, to organize and to present information (e.g., how
can a brochure fully address this expectation:

- The student communicates information with considerable clarity, particu-
larly through the use of lists (e.g. the interview tips are informative, con-
cise, and clearly expressed).

I'd like to see some oral language or visual media rich tasks included or
in place of the printed brochure to offer a wider range of assessment
opportunities. Nonetheless, the curriculum expectations are presented in a
way to encourages teachers to continue to differentiate their instruction and
to work to meet the needs of all learners.



