Independent Study Project Ideas

Society Issues/Topics

Abortion Law

Homelessness

Civil Rights

Violence

Censorship

Affordable Housing

Protecting Your Privacy

Animal Cruelty

Social Security

Human Trafficking

Off shoring
Gun Control

Sexual Harassment

Alcohol Use in Our Society

Political Topics
Cell Phones and Highway Safety

DNA Evidence in the Criminal Justice System

Drunk Driving

Term Limits

Immigration Policy

No Child Left Behind Act

SPAM: Unsolicited Email

Is the CIA working?

US PATRIOT Act

Same Sex Marriage

Parkinson’s and Stem Cell Funding and Research

Business Ideas
Advertising- create advertisement for new/existing company

Does alcohol marketing impact underage alcohol use?
Consumer Protection

Labor

Stock Market

Taxes

Mergers and Acquisitions

Credit

Companies- research

Economy

Mutual Funds

Trade and the use of Sea point/Airports

Globalization (Is outsourcing jobs good for America?)

Sports Topics

Do Athletes need to eat differently?

What is the value of a professional sports franchise?

Should the US Park system be privatized?

Should stadiums be subsidized by governments?

Do steroids give athletes an edge?

Has Title IX helped women’s sports?

Should high school athletes be allowed to be recruited by professional franchises before their college eligibility expires?
Environment Topics
Acid Rain

El Nino/La Nina conditions

Recycling and Waste Reduction

Air Quality

Climate Changes
Global Warming

Wetlands Depletion

Save the Rainforest Campaign

Coral Reefs- new coral reefs module
Create/Design Zoo (math spreadsheets, etc.)

http://my.nctm.org/eresources/view_article.asp?article_id=7705&page=1 
Math

Geometry Mini-Golf Course/Hole
Controversial Topics
Why can't the U.S. grow all it's own energy, such as growing enough corn to make ethanol?
Who should have ownership rights in internet publishing?

Under God? Constitutionality of the Pledge of Allegiance

Are genetically modified foods safe?

Should guns be banned in the workplace?
Should we have the Death Penalty?

Should the President wire-tap without permission?

Did the Holocaust really happen?

Is stem cell research ethical?
Should same-sex marriage be legal?

Are Botox Injections really needed?
Should religion be in the public schools?
Is it morally right to use animals for testing?
Do electronic voting machines improve the voting process?
What are the solutions to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?

How practical is nuclear power now and for the future?

The Penny: phase it out or keep it?
College Football: playoffs or current bowl system?
Is homeschooling children at the high school level nonbeneficial?

Felon Voting Rights (Should former felons be allowed to vote?)

Affirmative Action (Should race be a factor in university admissions?)

Should schools segregate classes by gender? Do boys perform better in the classroom with boys and girls better without boys?

What are the pros and cons of using wind power?

Does the environment with which a child is brought up have a direct effect on their prospects, i.e. family, schooling, outdoor facilities, green space, and sports facilities?

Should we vaporize our trash at high temperatures to try to avoid pollution?

Should prisoners pay back the state after their release?

Should electronic tracking devices be placed in driver's licenses and school identification cards?

Should the U.S. require mandatory national service?

Should DDT be allowed back into the environment?

Should sleepwalking be used as a criminal defense?

Should there be such a thing as military use of dolphins?

Should America base maturity on age?

Should children be first on organ transplant lists?

Should corporate sponsors be allowed in public schools?


Does the media work against the best interests of the American people?

Are welfare benefits a fair use of taxpayer dollars?

Is Wal Mart destroying small business in rural surrounding small towns?

Should the use of cell phones in schools be allowed?

Could 'The Great Depression' have been prevented?

Electoral College (Should the Electoral College be abolished in favor of direct voting?)

National Security (Is the United State more secure after 9/11?)

Science and Technology Topics
Sharks

Website Design

Put together a nature guide of plants/animals/rocks for trails in the area
Is sled dog racing in extreme conditions humane?"
Internet Security

Geography

Hybrid Cars

Spam Email

Net Neutrality

Nanotechnology

Genetically Modified Foods

Computer Spyware

Track Earthquakes

Tattoo Removal

Inventions

New Food Pyramid

Diets

Weapons

Port Security

Beach erosion

Glacial history

Science Fair-like
Memory: Do daily memory-oriented activities slow memory loss in older people? 

Memory: Do mnemonics actually help people remember things? 

Memory: Do students remember a sequence of letters and numbers better if they hear or see the sequence first? 

Memory: Is there a difference in short-term memory between boys and girls? 

Pain: How do cancer patients and pharmacy students compare in their attitudes to pain? 

Reflexes: How does age affect the ability of drivers? 

Reflexes: How does reaction time in teenagers depend on the loudness of a sound? 

Reflexes: How does talking on a cell phone or listening to music affect reaction time? 

Seeing or Hearing: Do you do better at a task if you see the instructions or if you hear the instructions? 

Sleep and Grades: Does the amount of sleep that students get affect their grades? 

Tests: Does how difficult you expect a test to be affect how well you do? 

Vision: Does the accuracy of vision testing results depend on previous familiarity with the test symbols being used? 

Is there a relationship between eating breakfast and school performance?

On which foods does fungus grow best?

Is there a relationship between phases of the moon and our weather?

Do students learn more from a "live" lecture or a video lecture? 
Health
Dogs and Stress Relief: Does a pet help relieve stress and anxiety for children at a cancer treatment center?
Assisted Suicide
Medical Marijuana
Stem Cells Research
Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs)
Post-traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
Hurricane Katrina and Health Issues
Nursing and Long Term Care Topics
SARS (Super-pneumonia Outbreak)
West Nile Virus
Driving Drunk
Anthrax Threats
Alcohol Controversies
Health Insurance and Managed Care
Passive Smoking
Polio Vaccine's 50th Anniversary
Weight Loss Claims
Abortion
Divorce

Death

Child Care Issues

Alcohol

Drugs

Anger/Stress

Entertainment and Literature

Do children spend too much time playing video games?

Is the Evening News Believable?

How much does information cost?

Music Downloading- Napster

What effect does TV violence have on children?

What is the economic and demographic data behind commemorate anniversaries or observances?
Eyewitness Testimony: How reliable are eyewitness reports?
How well are children reading?

What are the effects of Hollywood?

Create your own children’s book based on author research

Create own photograph portfolio

Create a song to accompany a movie/book/skit
Write your own song and perform it

Write a short story/play and perform it

Pop Culture Topics

Latest Fashion Trends

Safe Sex

Food History

Fast Foods

Anime Comics

Soap Operas

Internet Impact

Cell Phones

